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Paul Rexton Kan, PhD 
 

Professor of International Studies 

US Army War College 

122 Forbes Ave 

Carlisle Barracks, PA  17013 

(717) 245-3021 

Email:  paul.kan@us.army.mil 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

2000 Ph.D. International Studies   University of Denver 

1991 M.A. Political Science   University of California, Santa Barbara 

1989 B.A. Political Science    Loyola Marymount University 

 

 

RECENT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE   

 

Full Professor of National Security Studies US Army War College 2013-present 

 

Associate Professor of National Security Studies US Army War College 2008-2013 

 

Visiting Professor of Security Studies, University of Pittsburgh, Fall 2011 

 

Member, Editorial Board of Parameters 2013-present 

 

Fellow of Small Wars Journal 2012-present 

 

Assistant Professor of International Security Studies Air Command and Staff College 2001-2005 

 

 

 

AWARDS 
 

2011, 2012, 2013 US Army War College Madigan Faculty Writing Award 

 

2010-2013, Henry L. Stimson Chair of Military Studies, US Army War College 

 

2010, Faculty Research Grant, Strategic Studies Institute 

 

2008, Madigan Faculty Writing Award, US Army War College 

 

2007, George Marshall Faculty Research Grant, Strategic Studies Institute, US Army War 

College 
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1989, Ignatian (Valedictorian), Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books: 

 

Cartels at War:  Mexico’s Drug Fueled Violence and the Challenge to US National Security, 

(Washington, DC:  Potomac Books, 2012).  Foreword by Barry McCaffrey. 

 

Drugs and Contemporary Warfare, (Washington, DC:  Potomac Books, 2009).  Foreword by 

Moises Naim. 

 

 

Articles, Monographs and Chapters: 

 

“Conflict in the Veins:  Drug Use by Violent Non-State Actors”, Journal for the Study of 

Radicalism (forthcoming). 

 

“Forces of Habit:  Global Special Operations Forces and Counternarcotics Operations”, Journal 

of Strategic Security, (forthcoming). 

 

“Malicious Peace:  Violent Criminal Organizations, National Governments and Truces”, 

International Journal of Criminology and Sociology (Spring 2014). 

 

“Cyberwar to Wikiwar: The Battle for Cyberspace—A Review Essay”, Parameters (Autumn 

2013). 

 

“Cyberwar in the Underworld:  Anonymous versus Los Zetas in Mexico”, Yale Journal of 

International Affairs, (Winter 2013). 

 

“Afterword:  Mexico’s Mosaic Cartel Wars” in John Sullivan and Robert Bunker, eds. Mexico’s 

Criminal Insurgency (Bloomington:  El Centro Anthologies, 2012). 

 

Mexico’s Narco-Refugees:  The Looming Crisis for US National Security, Carlisle Barracks:  

Strategic Studies Institute, (October 2011). 

 

“What We’re Getting Wrong About Mexico”, Parameters, (Summer 2011). 

 

“Mexico:  The Accidental Narco?”, Small Wars Journal (July 2011). 

 

“Mexico’s Mosaic Cartel War”, Small Wars Journal (June 2011). 

 

“Making a Sandwich in Afghanistan:  How To Assess A Strategic Withdrawal from a Protracted 

Irregular War”, Small Wars Journal, (February 2011). 
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Criminal Sovereignty:  Understanding North Korea’s Illicit International Activities, Carlisle 

Barracks:  Strategic Studies Institute, (April 2010). 

 

“Afterword:  Criminal Violence in Mexico—A Dissenting Analysis” with Phil Williams, Small 

Wars and Insurgencies, Vol 21. No. 1 (March 2010).  

 

Drug Intoxicated Irregular Fighters:  Threats, Challenges and Responses, Carlisle Barracks:  

Strategic Studies Institute. (March 2008) 

 

“’Lawyers, Guns and Money’:  Transnational Threats and US National Security”, in J. Boone 

Bartholmees ed., US Army War College Guide to National Security Policy and Strategy, 

(Carlisle Barracks, 2008) 

 

“Consensus and Compatibility in Chinese-North Korean Relations”, Issues in Korean 

Unification, (Quantico:  Marine Corps University Press, 2007).  

 

“Drugging Babylon:  The Illegal Narcotics Trade And Nation-Building in Iraq”, Small Wars and 

Insurgencies, Vol 18, no.2 (June 2007). 

 

“Counternarcotics Operations within Counterinsurgency:  The Pivotal Role of Intelligence”, 

International Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence, (Winter 2006) 

 

“Drugs and Small Wars”, Small Wars and Insurgencies, Vol 17, no. 2 (June 2006). 

 

“The Blurring of War and Crime”, Defense Intelligence Journal vols 1 & 2, (2005). 

 

“What Should We Bomb?” reprint in Royal Air Force Air Power Review (Autumn 2004). 

 

“The Perfect Storm:  Explaining the Slow Chinese Reaction to the North Korean Nuclear Crisis”, 

Korea Observer (Summer 2004). 

 

“What Should We Bomb?  The Abiding Limits of Airpower Theory”, Air and Space Power 

Journal, (Spring 2004). 

 

“Globalization and the Just War Tradition” in Rob Fisher and Jones Irwin eds, War and Virtual 

War, (Oxford:  Rodopi Press, 2004). 

 

 “’Damning Rivers’:  The Crucible of Rights, Development and the Environment”, Global 

Justice, (Fall 1994). 

 

“Realism and its Discontents”, Journal of Public and International Affairs, (1994). 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 

Thomas Rath, Myths of Demilitarization in Postrevolutionary Mexico, 1920-1960, (Chapel Hill:  

University of North Carolina Press, 2013) in The Review of Politics (Winter 2014). 
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Sylvia Longmire, Cartel:  The Coming Invasion of Mexico’s Drug Wars (New York:  Palgrave, 

2011) in Trends in Organized Crime (forthcoming). 

 

Guangqiu Xu, War Wings:  Chinese Military Aviation 1929-1949, (Westport:  Greenview, 2001) 

in Air and Space Power Journal (Fall 2002). 

 

Abram Chayes and Anotnia Handler Chayes, eds., Preventing Conflict in the Post-Communist 

World, (Washington, DC:  Brookings Institution, 1996) in Global Justice (Spring/Summer 1996). 

 

 

 

FACULTY DUTIES 

 

Electives Coordinator 2012-present 

 

ADVISING 

 

Senior Visiting Counternarcotics Advisor, International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), 

CJIATF-Shafafifat, Kabul, Afghanistan February 2011. 

 

Advisor to Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy on counternarcotics and 

interagency issues in Afghanistan and Mexico. 2010 

 

Advisor to the Commandant of the United States Air Force Tactical Weapons School on 

curriculum development and allied affairs. 2008 

 

Guest Speaker, “China and the Just War Tradition”, Marine Corps Command and Staff College, 

2006-2007. 

 

Subject Matter Expert, Unified Quest, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.  2006 

 

Guest Speaker, “Terrorism in Asia-Pacific”, Dynamics of International Terrorism Course, Joint 

Special Operations University. 2004-2005 

 

Guest Speaker, “Terrorism in Asia-Pacific” Joint Warfare Analysis Center, 2005 

 

OUTREACH (Highlights) 

 

Briefing, “Cartel Threats to Pennsylvania”, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Attorney General, 

2014. 

 

Field Research, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Immigration and Custom Enforcement, 

southern Arizona, 2010. 

 

Briefing, “Strategic Shock:  Mexico”, Office of National Drug Control Policy, 2010. 
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Field Research, Customs and Border Patrol, San Diego Sector, 2010. 

 

Panel Participant, “Who Fights Wars?”, SSI Future of War Conference, 2010. 

 

Panel chair, Security Issues in Latin American, Queen’s University Conference on the 

Americas, Kingston, Ontario, Canada, 2009. 

 

Panel participant, Mexican Security Issues, Migration Policy Institute, Washington, DC 2009. 

 

Panel chair, New Wars, Queen’s University Conference on the Americas, Kingston, Ontario, 

Canada, 2008. 

 

Paper presentation, “Drugging Babylon:  The Iraq War Meets the War on Drugs”, Southern 

Political Science Association Conference, New Orleans, January 2007. 

 

Paper presentation, “Webs of Smoke:  Drugs and Small Wars”, Southern Political Science 

Association Conference, New Orleans, January 2005. 

 

Paper presentation, “Sun Tzu and Modern Chinese Military Strategy”, Non-Western Makers of 

Military Strategy, City College of New York, April 2004. 

 

Paper presentation, “Chinese-North Korean Relations and Nuclear Politics”, North Park 

University Korean Symposium, Chicago, October 2003. 

 

Paper presentation, “What Should we Bomb?  Moral Implications of Air Campaigns” at the War 

and Virtual War Conference, Oxford University, United Kingdom, July 2003. 

 

Paper presentation, “Globalization and the Just War Tradition” at the War and Virtual War 

Conference, Oxford University, United Kingdom, July 2002. 

 

Paper presentation, “Humanitarian Intervention and US Hegemony” at the Association of Third 

World Studies, Savannah, Georgia, October 2001. 

 

Paper presentation, “Humanitarian Intervention and Hegemony:  A Critical Theory Approach” 

at the International Studies Association-International Security Section Conference, Denver 2000. 

 

Paper presentation, “Technology and Terrorism” at the China Institute of Contemporary 

International Relations (Chinese Ministry of State Security), Beijing, China 1999. 

 

Paper presentation, “The Foreign Policy of Scandal:  Clinton, the Midterm Elections and China” 

at the China Institute of International Studies (Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Beijing, China, 1998. 

 

Paper presentation, “Challenges and Opportunities for Chinese-American Relations in the 21st 

Century” at the Shanghai Institute of International Studies, Shanghai, China, 1998. 
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Paper presentation, “Rights and Security:  The Just War and Humanitarian Intervention” at the 

American Political Science Association Conference, San Francisco, 1996. 

 

Paper presentation, “The Post-Cold War Presidency and Human Rights” at the Western Political 

Science Association Conference, San Francisco, 1996. 

 

Paper presentation, “Realism and Democracy” at the Third Annual Internationalization 

Conference, Denver, 1994. 

 

Paper presentation, “The Price of Stability:  George Bush and International Crises” at the 

Association of Professional Schools of International Affairs Conference, 1993. 

 
 


